i8o         CAROLINE THE ILLUSTRIOUS
was not begun until 1716, and Mayfair was chiefl; known from the six weeks' fair which gave it it name. One feature of the London of the earl; Georges might well be revived in these days c crowded streets and increasing" traffic. The Thame was then a fashionable waterway, and a convenien means of getting from one part of London t another. Boats and wherries on the Thames wer as numerous and as fashionable as gondolas a Venice, and the King, the Prince and Princess c Wales, and many of the nobility, had their barges i: the same way that they had their coaches and sedar chairs, and often "took the air on the water''.
London, though quainter and more interestin then than now, had its drawbacks. Fogs had scarcel made their appearance, but the ill-paved streets, e> cept for a few lamps which flickered here and then were in darkness, and link boys were largely en-ployed. After dark the streets were dangerous fc law-abiding citizens. The " Mohocks," who were th aristocratic prototypes of the "Hooligans" of OL day, had been to some extent put down, but man wild young bloods still made it their business < night to prowl about the streets molesting peaceaK citizens, insulting women and defying the Watch, wh< drunken and corrupt, often played into their hand Conveyances were difficult to procure; the old an dirty hackney coaches were few, and dear to hir There were sedan-chairs, but they had not yet corr into general use, and were the privilege of the fe rather than of the many. The town must have beethe Royal Family acted as sponsors to the
